ADOPTED – APRIL 15, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 26

Introduced by the Human Services, County Services, and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO SECURE FUNDING FOR VETERAN BENEFITS COUNSELOR POSITION #682008 FROM THE CONTINGENCY FUND

RESOLUTION #25 – 191

WHEREAS, on December 10, 2024, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution #24-599 for the Ingham County Veterans Affairs Department, allocating the 2025 County Veteran Service Fund Grant (CVSFG) for the continuation of a grant-funded Veteran Benefits Counselor position, marketing, office furniture, and emergency assistance funds effective October 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025; and

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2025, the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency (MVAA), which administers the CVSFG, identified a miscalculation in the planning allocation amounts provided in May 2024, leading to a recalculation of the FY25 CVSFG and a subsequent reduction in Ingham County's allocation by $82,259; and

WHEREAS, this reduction significantly impacts the maintain the Veteran Benefits Counselor position and related services; and

WHEREAS, the continuation of this position is crucial to providing necessary services and assistance to veterans in Ingham County; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County seeks to secure alternative funding through the Contingency Fund to cover the costs associated with the position from April 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025, at a total amount not to exceed $130,326.42; and

WHEREAS, this funding request is contingent upon the inability of the State of Michigan Legislators, Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, and Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency to restore the shortfall caused by the miscalculation or if the FY26 CVSFG does not cover a portion of the cost from October 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves the use of the Contingency Fund in an amount not to exceed $130,326.42 to fund the Veteran Benefits Counselor position number 682008 from April 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025, in the event that state-level funding is not restored.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the remaining balance in the FY25 CVSFG shall be allocated toward marketing and the emergency assistance fund for Peacetime, National Guard, and Reservist veterans.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ingham County will continue to work with state agencies and legislators to seek restoration of the miscalculated funds to minimize the impact on county resources.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution.
HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Tennis, Cahill, Trubac, Willis, Ruest, Schafer

          Nays:  None   

Absent:  Morgan     
 
Approved 04/07/25 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville
          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  Lawrence    
 Approved 04/08/25 
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Cahill, Maiville, Ruest
          Nays:  None     

Absent: Tennis     
 Approved 04/09/25
